
ON THE

HORIZON

Spring/Summer 2022

Things are happening at WCPRD!  Take a look inside

to see what we have on the horizon!

CREATING AN ACTIVE, HEALTHY,

AND ENGAGED COMMUNITY

WCPRD has a full slate of activities and

registrations coming up!  Get active and enjoy our


parks!



A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Charles Dickens once said, “Nature gives to every time and season some beauties of its own.” 
 As I look around at our parks, I am reminded of how lucky we are to live and work in such a
beautiful community.

I want to take a moment to thank each of you for the warm welcome you have given me in as
the new  Director of Parks and Recreation.  I am truly enjoying getting to know each of you.

As we ease into spring, our department is extremely busy with youth sports, pickleball,
memberships, adult sports, and various programs.  We are also taking registration for tackle
football and cheerleading.  Keep your eyes open for upcoming registration for fall soccer, fall
baseball, fall softball, and for the first time ever, fall girls' tackle football!

A few things to note if you are registering online:
-For tackle football, flag football, and cheerleading, please be sure to change in your online
account your child's grade to the grade they will be in next year.  
-For all youth sports registration you must bring your child in before registration ends in order
to try on a uniform.

A few other things to be on the lookout for:
-summer sports camps
-installation of bleachers in the gym 
-the rebuilt pavilion

Our staff have been working diligently to make these activities and programs a success!  I
appreciate the dedication and hard work of each of our team members.

One final note, our first ever town hall event was very successful!  We plan on hosting these
town hall events quarterly.

Thank you so much for taking the time to have a look what we have going on at WCPRD.  As
always, please feel free to contact me at 706-865-5275 or kmcentire@whitecounty.net.

CPRE, CYSA
Director of Parks & Recreation



WCPRD
Meet the staff!

Director of Parks and Recreation - Kimberly McEntire - Kimberly began a profession in parks
and recreation in 1998 with the Boys and Girls Club. Kim graduated from Emmanuel College
with a bachelor’s degree in kinesiology – sports management in 2003. Kim was formerly the
Assistant Director of Banks County Parks and Recreation, serving there for 20 years. Kim
received her Master of Science degree in parks, recreation, and tourism management from
Clemson University. Kim is a Certified Parks and Recreation Executive and Certified Youth Sports
Administrator.  She is a member of Georgia Recreation and Park Association and the National
Recreation and Park Association.  Kim will begin work on her PhD in organizational management
in August. Public recreation is Kim’s passion. In her free time, Kim enjoys trout fishing, hiking,
and spending time with her rescue dogs.

Assistant Director of Parks and Recreation - Deena Cowart - has been working at White County
Parks & Recreation for 18 years. She enjoys working with people in her community and working
in an environment where we see smiles on kids’ faces and seeing them learn and grow at
something they enjoy. She also enjoys offering programming for all ages.

Deena currently serves on the Professional Development Committee with Georgia Parks and
Recreation Association.  Deena is a member of the Mountain Athletic Committee and District 7 of
Georgia Parks and Recreation Association.  Deena has two sons and two granddaughters. In her
free time, Deena loves spending time with family and friends and making special memories with
her grandkids. 
 

League Sports Manager - Corey Collins - Corey is the League Sports Manager at WCPRD. He
has been in sports administration for 20 years. Corey lives in Flowery Branch and is a graduate
of Gainesville High School.  Corey also manages a sports officiating company, Hall County
Officials, that provides officials for football, baseball, and basketball in Northeast Georgia.
Corey’s hobbies are going to church, spending time with my family, watching football.  Corey is
a fan of the Georgia Bulldogs, Atlanta Falcons, and the Atlanta Braves. Corey’s goals in life
include being an inspiration to others, being a master at making difficult decisions, and learning
how to be more successful in life and job duties.   

Maintenance Supervisor - Philip Cronic - Philip is a Banks County native and a graduate of
Piedmont College. Phillip spent over 20 years at Banks County Parks and Recreation Department
serving as a director, assistant director, and maintenance supervisor. Philip enjoys fishing and
hunting and is an avid sports fan.



Athletic Coordinator - Danielle Schofill - Danielle grew up in White County. Her first job was
right here at the Recreation Department. Danielle has worked at multiple recreation facilities but
is glad to have made it back home to where her passion for recreation began. Danielle is
passionate about her job and loves getting to know all our participants, their families, and
volunteer coaches. "When I think back on my childhood, being here at the Recreation
Department is where I made so many wonderful memories. I want others to have that as well.",
says Danielle.

Danielle is married to Zach.  They have two beautiful and crazy kids; Rowyn (5), Maris Mae (1)
They have two fur babies; Baylor (labradoodle) and Maggie (goldendoodle).
Danielle’s hobbies include spending time with her family, watching sports, outdoor activities, and
watching Hallmark movies. 

Athletic Coordinator - Carson Finley - Carson is a lifelong citizen of White County. Carson
began working at WCPRD in 2018 as a Park Assistant, moved into the role of Lead Park
Assistant, and recently was promoted to an Athletic Coordinator position.  Carson graduated
from White County High School in the class of 2019 and is currently enrolled at North Georgia
Technical College. Carson is in school for an associate degree in business management, and
previously graduated from NGTC in May 2021 with an associate degree in accounting.

Customer Service - Debbie Leggitt - Debbie graduated from Virginia Commonwealth University
with a degree in community service/recreation. Having worked much of her adult life in public
service, she learned as a student bicycling to work and to classes that our physical well-being is
essential for a fun and productive lifestyle.

Maintenance Technician - Gina Parks - Gina is a Georgia native, new to White County. She has
spent 10-plus years supporting her two kids in travel athletics, and loves being in the parks and
recreation atmosphere. Gina has been married to her husband, Scott for 36 years, their kids are
Caitlin (25) and Dustin (21). Her hobbies, to name a few, are spending time outside at the lake,
fishing, playing pickleball, crafting, and being with her family!



Maintenance Technician - Dustin Rausch - Dustin is from Habersham County.  He moved to
White County in 2012.  Dustin wrestled and participated in track and field in middle school and
high school.  In 2018, Dustin moved to Toccoa.  Dustin and his finance have a beautiful baby girl.  
Dustin enjoys spending time with his family and doing outdoor activities

Maintenance Technician - Mark Sanders - Mark has lived in Georgia all of his life.  Mark and his
wife Debbie have been married for 33 years and have 11 children, 26 grandchildren, and 10 great-
grandchildren!  Mark and Debbie have lived in White County for 11 years.  Mark has over 30
years of experience in heavy equipment, truck driving, and general maintenance.  Mark is an avid
outdoorsman and loves fishing, hunting, and sports.  Mark enjoys playing with his grandchildren
and his dog, Max.  Mark would like to eventually retire and travel with his wife.

Lead Park Assistant - Jared Gunter
Park Assistants


























